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The onlywoman in the world who has scaled M Everest twice wad bom in a society where the birth of a son was regarded as a blessing, and a daughter though not j a curse, was
not generally welocome. When her mother was k Santosh, a trawelling holyman, gibig her his blessing, assumed thhat she wanted a son. But to everyones surprise, te unbom childs j
who was standingg close by, told him that they did not want a son. The holyman was also surprised j e gave the requested blessing and as destinywould hawe it, the blessig seemd
to work. Santosh was bom the sixh child in a family whith five sons, a sister to five brothers. She was bom in the small village of Joniyawas of Rewari District in Haryana. The girl was
given the name Santosh, whic means j But Santosh was not alwaya content with her place in a j way of life. She began living life on her own terms form the start. Where other girls
wore frea Indian dresses. Looking back, she says now, form the very j | was quite d thhat if | chose a comrect and a rational path, the others around me had to change, not me.
Santosh parents wee affluent landowe who could afford to send their children to the best schools, even to the countrys captital, New Delhi which was quite close by But in line with
thhe k custom in the faimly, Santosh had to make do withh the local village school. So, she deicided to fight the system in her own quite way when the right moment amived. And the
right moment came when she tumed sixteen. At sixteen, most of the girls in er village used to get mamed Santosh was also under pressure from her parents to do the same. A
marriage as earlyas that was te last thing on her mind. She j her paents that she would never marryif shhe did not get a proper education. She left home and got herself enrolled in
aschool in Delhi. When her parents refused to pay for her education, she politely informed them of her plans to eam money by working part time to pay her school fees. Her parents
then agreed to pay for her education. Wishing always to study a vit more and with her father slowly getting used to her urge for more k Santosh passed the high school k and went to
Jaipur. She joined Marharani Collage and got a roon in k Hostel. Santos j Kasd Hostel faced the Aravalli Hills. | used to watch villagers form myroom, going up the hill and suddeenly
j agter a while. One day | decided to check it out myself. | found nobody excpet a few k | asked if | could join them. To my pleasant surpirse, tey s in the j and j me to take to ¢ Then
there was no looking back for this d young girl. She saved moneyand enrolled in a course at k Nehru j Of j My college
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